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This nation has placed its destiny
in the hands and heads and hearts
of  its free men and women;
and its faith in freedom under the guidance of  God. 

Freedom means the supremacy of  human rights everywhere. 
We look forward to a world founded upon four essential human freedoms: 

freedom of  speech and expression;
freedom of  every person to worship God in his own way;
freedom from want—everywhere in the world.
freedom from fear—anywhere in the world.

This is no vision of  a distant millennium.
It is attainable in our own time. 

Born  in  Rochester,  New  York,  David  Evan  Thomas  studied  at  Northwestern  University,  the  Eastman 
School, and with Dominick Argento at the University of Minnesota. His work has been commissioned by 
the Minnesota Orchestra and Saint Paul Chamber Orchestra, honored by the American Academy of Arts 
and  Letters,  and  published  by  ECS,  Augsburg  Fortress  and  MorningStar.  More: 
www.davidevanthomas.com. 

The Four Freedoms (2012)

for SATB vocal quartet (or chorus) and piano

Music by David Evan Thomas
Words by Franklin Delano Roosevelt, from Message to Congress, January 6, 1941,

in Public Papers, vol. 9, p. 672 (public domain), edited by the composer.

Commissioned by Plymouth Congregational Church in celebration 
of  the "Summer of  the First Amendment" embroidery.

First performance: July 15, 2012

by Maria Jette, Lisa Drew, Dan Dressen, James Bohn and James Lee Bobb
Plymouth Congregational Church, Minneapolis, Minnesota.
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