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Texts

OKLAHOMA

I love this open and rolling prairie,

the vast blue sky

But towns, grain elevators, oil wells, refineries...all
strung together by right-angled roads, seems
altogether the wrong approach.

"Go south two miles, take a right,

take a hard right..."

A tornado doesn't bother.

It blows cross-country rearranging

the debris to suit itself.

WATER

Water does not want

to be contained.

Silently, secretly,

water feels along

the walls of the pipe for a flaw,
seeks the misthreaded joint,
the faulty faucet.

The drips go orderly,

joyfully into the sink

counting the seconds

of the long night. (Original title: "Drip")

CHEKHOV AND HEISENBERG

I tell my brother-in-law

that we stayed in the hotel where
Chekhov had stayed, in Nice.

He tells me that he once stayed

in the very hotel room that
Werner Heisenberg

had occupied back in 1926.

He thought the hotel was either
in Copenhagen or maybe Leipzig.
But he was uncertain.

HEY DIDDLE DIDDLE

I like the high times as much as anyone,
the music and the jokes, flowers, laughter.
I like the night, the wine,

the shadows of trees on the path,

the secret places at the edge of the light,
the breeze soughing in the tall pines.

I also like the sound of the door closing,
the light clicked off.

But now it is nearly two in the morning
and here I am lying awake.

My dish is still out there somewhere,

in the mad moonlight,

last seen in the company of a spoon.

Louis Jenkins is one of the contemporary masters of the
prose poem. Born in Oklahoma, Jenkins lived near
Duluth, Minnesota, for over 30 years. The author of many
books, his late poetry collections included Where Your
House Is Now: New and Selected Prose Poems (Nodin Press,
2019), In the Sun Out of the Wind (2017), Before You Know
It: Prose Poems 1970-2005 (2009), European Shoes (2008),

and North of the Cities (2007). His work was regularly

featured on the radio show A Prairie Home Companion.
His brief, accessible prose poems use humor, wry
observation, and hypothesis to tease out the absurdity of
everyday situations. In his poems, Jenkins maintained a
tight focus on the mundane particularities of ordinary
existence, using deliberately flat language to comic and
often heartbreaking effect. Louis Jenkins died in late 2019.

David Evan Thomas has been honored with two

McKnight Foundation Artist Fellowships, an Award from
the American Academy of Arts and Letters, and
commissions from the Minnesota Orchestra and Saint
Paul Chamber Orchestra. Born in Rochester, New York in
1958, Thomas studied at Northwestern University,
Eastman School of Music, and with Dominick Argento at
the University of Minnesota. His music is published by
ECS, MorningStar, Augsburg Fortress and several other
publishers. Thomas was the first composer-in-residence
for The Schubert Club from 1997-2005 and in 2016 he
received the “An die Musik Award” from that
organization for outstanding service. In 2018, Thomas
was initiated into Sigma Alpha lota Fraternity as a
National Arts Associate. He lives in Minneapolis. More:
www.davidevanthomas.com.
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