Words by Chekhov
from Uncle Vanya*

For Clara Osowski

We Will

Music by

David Evan Thomas
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*Trans. © 2022 by Masha Devidtovna. Used by permission.
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Program Note

In the final scene of Anton Chekhov’s Uncle Vanya, Vanya has despaired. His niece, Sonya,
pities him, comforts him, and offers a way forward. This scene is the culmination of the 2021
Japanese film Drive My Car, in which Sonya is played by a deaf mute who signs the words. The
silence of that performance allowed me to imagine mezzo-soprano Clara Osowski singing this
foundational text. The song is dedicated to Ms. Osowski, who gave the premiere in St. Paul's
Landmark Center with pianist Casey Rafn in May 2023.



